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Declaration of 

AN May ^ 11)51) , a Declaration of Con - 
^ rictions was adopted durllUf a public 
homing on the proposed budget before 
the Prince Edward Board of Super- 
visors. The resolution was adopted un- 
animously by citizens who filled the 
courtroom. 

We believe this resolution sets forth 
in bold relief the position of the people 
of Prince Edward County : 

The power of tie Federal Courts be- 
ins once again invoked ngalnBt the ad- 
ministrative officers of our public schools 
for the purpose of cnuslng children of the 
white and negro races to be taught togeth- 
er therein, we the people of Prince Edward 
County. Virginia, deem It appropriate thnt 
we should make known to all men our con- 
vlcUons and our purposes. 

We first affirm our deep and abiding 
loyalty and devotion to our country and its 
institutions We acknowledge the Constitu- 
tion to be the supreme law of Uie land 
and the bulwark of our liberties, ever sub- 
ject to the sovereign powers reserved 
by it to the states and to the people. We 
know thnt the liberties of all Americans 
of all races rest upon Uie Constitution and 
the division of powers ordained therein 
We deem it the obligation of free men to 
preserve the powers reserved under the 
ConstltuUon to the states and to the peo- 
ple and to preserve the constitutional 
separation of the powers of government 
in the legislaUve, cxecuUve nnd Judicial 
branches separately. 

We believe that the educational, social 
and cultural welfare and growth of both 
Uie white nnd negro races is best served 
by separaUon of the races in the public 
schools. 

We believe the tranquility, hnrmony, 
progress and advancement of the negro 
and white races, who must live together 

in Virginia and in Prince Edward Coun- 
ty, is absolutely dependent upon tjhe 
mutual good will and mutual respect of 
each race for the other. 

We believe that a policy which under- 
takes to force the associaUon of one race 
with the other against the wUl of either, 
by court decree under threat of fine or 
imprisonment, is destructive of mutual 
good will and respect, breeds resentment 
and animosiUes, and is injurious to the 
true interests of both races. 

Education Parents’ Duty 

We believe that the molding of the minds 
and characters of our children is the 
sacred duty and the priceless natural right 
and obligation of parents. 

Freedom of decision with respect to 
these considerations touching as they do 
the most intimate relations of the people 
of our community and the most cher- 
ished natural rights and duties of parent- 
hood is absolutely essential to the main- 
tenance, operation, management and con- 
trol of our public schools. We conceive this 
freedom to be among the sacred rights 
"retained by the people" under the Ninth 
Amendment of the Federal Constitution. 

Among the reserved rights and powers 
of the states, guaranteed to the State of 
Virginia under the Tenth Amendment, 
is the power to maintain racially separate 
public schools. We do not perceive that the 
exercise of this power has ever been pro- 
hibited to the states by any provision of 
the Federal Constitution. We believe that 
this power can be prohibited to the states 
only by the states themselves. To concede 
the right of a Federal Court to withdraw 
this power from the individual states is to 
concede that all rights and powers of the 
states and of the people are enjoyed at 
the sufferance of the Judiciary and that 
the guarantees of the liberties of the peo- 
ple are no longer fixed in the Constitution 
itself. 

We do not Intend to speak disrespect- 
fully, The gravity of the issues requires 
that we speak plainly: By its decision of 
May 17, 1954 and subsequent decisions 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
has flagrantly exceeded its lawful authori- 
ty, trespassed upon the rights of the people 
and dangerously encroached upon the re- 
served rights of the states. 


Convictions 

Holding thono colivletlonn, it is not poH«l 
bio for us to submit the children of HiUic;*’ 

Ed wal’d County to conditions which wo 
mout deeply and consclentlounly ladiovo 
to bo pernicious. Nor can wo as tii« hetis 
of liberty, purchased at no gn at a •atrl 
flee by Hume who havo gone before, sub- 
mit lo tills Judicial brooking of the consti- 
tutional chains forged to restrain tyranny 
for all generations of Americans We, 
therefore, pledgo ourselves firmly to uso 
every honorable, legal and constitutional 
mentis at our command to oppose this as- 
sault upon the Constitution and upon the 
liberties of our people, 

ltcKort To Klrsl Amendment 

Therefore, if courts refuso to recognize 
these most fundamental, Intimate and 
sacred rights nnd the profound necessity 
(lint they be respected, then wo proclaim 
our resort to that first American tenet of 
liberty ttmt mi n should not be taxed 
against their will and without their con- 
sent foi a purpose to which they are deep- 
ly and conscientiously opposed, Wo ask our 
Bourd of Supervisors ns our legislative re- 
presentatives to proceed at the appropriate 
lime to enact and ndopt whatever ordin- 
ances nnd resolutions may be required to 
prohibit the levying of any lax or the ap- 
propriation of any fundi for the operation 
of racially mixed schools within Prince 
Edward County to the end that all public 
schools of the County may be closed upon 
the entry of a court order requiring the 
mixing of the races in any school of this 
County. 

Wc further call upon our School Board 
to make known to the District Court the 
determination of the people of Prince Ed- 
ward County here expressed The issues 
are too profound and the consequences to 
our people too grave to leave any doubt of 
the impossibility of our compliance or of 
the resolute mind of our people. An order 
to mix the races in our schools can only 
result in the destruction of the opportunity 
for a public education for all children of 
this County. 

Call To Virginia 

We also call upon the Governor of Vir- 
ginia and ail officials of the Common- 
wealth in control thereof to pay state re- 
venue to Prince Edward County for school 
purposes in accordance with the policy 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors for 
the payment of local funds for school 
purposes, thus and thereby giving effect 
to the "Interposition Resolution” of the 
General Assembly of Virginia, adopted on 
February 1. 1956, fixing the policy of this 
Commonwealth, "to take all appropriate 
measures, honorably, legally and consti- 
tutionally available to us. to resist this il- 
legal encroachment upon our sovereign 
power." 

It is with the most profound regret that 
we have been forced to set this course. 

The history of the people of Prince Ed- 
ward County demonstrates their love and 
appreciation of the value of educational op- 
portunity. We act with no animus toward 
any man or body of men. We do not act 
in oppression of the negro people of this 
County. We propose. In every way that we 
can, to preserve every proper constitu- 
tional right of all the people of Prince Ed- 
ward County. However, deeply convinced 
as we are of the wrongness and impru- 
dence of intimate racial integration, we 
cannot and will not place merely supposed 
rights, newly created by Judicial mandate, 
above the conscience of our people and 
above rights and powers, which for gen- 
erations have been exercised honorably 
and constitutionally by tho people of our 
county. 

It is our earnest hope that other counties 
and the Commonwealth of Virginia will re- 
pudiate tho spurious allurements of ex- 
pediency nnd strategem In order that 
Virginia may stand as she has always 
stood, dedicated to tho protection of the 
rights of a free people against tyranny 
from any quarter. If we fall In this solemn 
obligation now our rights will bo ex- 
tinguished one by one. 

Upon these convictions Princo Ed- 
ward County people stand firm today, 
as they did May 3, 1966, 


